Pontine metastases as a cause of dysphagia in lung carcinoma.
Dysphagia is an unusual symptom in the clinical course of lung carcinoma. When it appears, it is necessary to differentiate between regional dissemination, drug toxicity, opportunistic infection and, most rarely, metastatic dissemination to the brain stem. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) is the best diagnostic option to exclude this last possibility. We present a male patient with progressive dysphagia 15 months after the diagnosis of an oat-cell lung carcinoma. Cerebral MRI revealed a pontine lesion, probably of metastatic origin.